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	SUMMARY

	· The Children and Young People’s Theme group meet regularly as part of the mechanism for informing the over-arching Commissioning Board of the views, concerns and priorities of the voluntary sector working in this field. These views – or “Key Asks” – have been informed by well established and varied current practice, national best practice and the views of Cornish young people, captured in the Youth Manifesto and in other work for the Children’s Trust and Youth Cornwall

	

	PURPOSE OF PAPER 

	To update the Commissioning Board on work by the Children and Young People theme group and present a list of critical issues – Key Asks – for debate and further consideration in the work programme for 2012 and beyond

	

	KEY ISSUES 

	1. There are several obvious but intransigent issues which need to be re-visited which detrimentally affect young people in Cornwall
2. Finances are clearly difficult, but cost effective solutions are possible by learning from experience, listening to young people more and scrutinising national best practice

3. Some issues must be better prioritised, even in difficult budgetary times, with implications for less urgent programmes
4. In no other demographic do early intervention and prevention offer more value, but it must be planned for and funded; Commissioning offers one way to do this intelligently, effectively and equitably

5. Young people are intelligent and responsive users of services and their voice and influence must be blended with others in the commissioning process to get the best results 

	

	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

	None initially, but expenditure from existing budgets may arise if activity is approved. There are also potential budgets external to Cornwall Council which may be accessible (Skills Funding Agency for example)

	

	WORKFORCE IMPLICATIONS 

	None initially, but implications will arise if activity is approved.

	

	RISK ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS 

	No assessment has been formally completed at this stage

	

	RELEVANCE TO STRATEGIC/COMMISSIONING PRIORITIES 

	1. Children and young people
2. Economic Activity

3. Transport

4. Health and Well Being

	

	RELEVANCE TO DIVERSITY AND / OR EQUALITY ISSUES 

	The Equality Act, 2010, lists nine different protected characteristics including people who are

· male and female
· older and younger people
Children and young people are therefore key groups in terms of their relevance to the promotion of greater diversity and equality.

	

	DRAFT RECOMMENDATION

	The board is asked to consider:
· The recommendations in the Key Asks paper and comment further

· Commission further activity to take priorities forward
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